
October 20, 2022
Dear Shearith Israel family & Touro Synagogue Affiliates,

We Made It, Safe and Sound. Covid-19 spread numbers are up a tiny bit in our
area.  And an article in last week’s Science predicts another spike this Fall/Winter.
We didn’t change our approach; we didn’t and shouldn’t have to.  We continued
our now-familiar protocols over Shabbat, Hoshaana Rabba, Shemini Chag
HaAtseret, and Simchat Torah.  Many of us are back, all of us seem to be in good
cheer, and none of us seemed uncomfortable with the level of protections
available. These times in our Sanctuary as well as in our two Succahs and on Paved
Paradise were truly special.  The holidays were beautiful.

Sunday morning last was Hoshaana Rabba.  It ranks high among our most uplifting
services. (Since it lasts close to three hours, on the day before Yom Tov, it also
ranks as one of our most challenging to stay through to the end.)   Much of the
Hoshana Rabba service follows the Kippur liturgy.  This year again all three of our
Myer Myers Torah finials, or rimonim, were in our Sanctuary and in ritual use.
Here are two photos, which show our gorgeous Sanctuary, Torahs, and finials:

The photos, by the way, were taken in violation of our unbending policy not to
photograph ongoing services.  I plead guilty.  Machiavellian-like, I made sure that
both the head of our Ritual Committee and our Sexton were aware of my



indiscretion.  They have deniability, though.  Only I will pay the fine, as soon as the
Parnas imposes it.

In this season of holidays and holy days, we have two final events that you really
should not miss:  First, our Hatanim luncheon is this Shabbat.  This year we honor
Rabbi Rohde as Hatan Torah and Laurent Nahon as Hatan Bereshit.  We are also
honoring congregant Jon Mendes.  This event is always feel-good and is a way to
send off the holidays and welcome the New Year with convivial enjoyment of
place and friends.

Second, a week from this Friday night, Rabbi Soloveichik will be kicking off this
season’s Friday Night Lights series.   This particular installment will feature a
special lecture on our three sets of Myer Myers finials, before they go back to
various places where they are on loan.  Friday night services are a rare gem.
Please come and experience them – and be transported with the rest of us.

Judaism’s Completeness Theorem. In 1931, Austrian mathematical logician Kurt
Gödel published, and gave some talks at Princeton, concerning two theorems of
mathematical logic.  They were soon called The Incompleteness Theorem.   The
Incompleteness Theorem relates to the limits of provability in formal axiomatic
systems.  The Incompleteness Theorem says, simply, that in any logical system
there will always be true statements that cannot be proved within the system as
defined.  That is, there will always be true statements that a system, any system,
of postulates cannot prove and, relatedly, that no system of postulates can
demonstrate its own consistency.

Too much facility with The Incompleteness Theorem isn’t required right here and
now.  Suffice it to say, The Incompleteness Theorem rocked the intellectual world.
As Stanford’s Encyclopedia of Philosophy puts it, the Incompleteness Theorem is
“among the most important results in modern logic.” Another publication
describes The Incompleteness Theorem as “widely considered one of the greatest
intellectual achievements of modern times.” For a comprehensible, actually
delightful, explanation of the theorem and its implications, you must read – I’m
sure you have read – Professor Douglas Hofstadter’s fabulous Gödel, Escher, Bach:
An Eternal Golden Braid.  (The book was published in 1979 but does not feel dated
– and if you want to know what Professor Hofstadter is doing right now, see his
fantastic little piece on the promise but current limits of Artificial Intelligence.)

https://www.amazon.com/G%C3%B6del-Escher-Bach-Eternal-Golden/dp/0465026567
https://www.amazon.com/G%C3%B6del-Escher-Bach-Eternal-Golden/dp/0465026567
https://www.economist.com/by-invitation/2022/06/09/artificial-neural-networks-today-are-not-conscious-according-to-douglas-hofstadter


The Incompleteness Theorem left many a philosopher and other thinkers at a loss
to make sense of formal systems of thought, since, after all, what people – no
slouches like Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Hume, all of them and more – thought were
complete logical systems were, well, Incomplete; their own internal consistency
could not be proven by any postulate within the system of thought itself.  This is
major if not major major (name the book that this funny usage is in for two
points).

Humbly, I would like to suggest that Judaism has known about the seismic truth of
Incompleteness for thousands of years.  We are taught that the Almighty needed
to create the first set of tongs ever used by humanity (Pirkei Avot 5:6).  Why?
Because humans need tongs to forge tongs, and so you need something outside
the system to make the system work.  We are taught, in this week’s Daf Yomi
(Tractate Ketubot page 94), that even for the opinion that Kippur all by itself
causes forgiveness of sin, that forgiveness works for all sins except the sin of not
observing Kippur itself – again rules within a system cannot fully explain
everything in the system.  A similar concept is found in the profound adage
concerning the fundamental precept of human free-will:  All is in the hands of
Heaven except the fear of Heaven itself – that the Almighty can determine
everything except belief in and awe of the Almighty (Tractate Berachot 33b).

Unlike the fall-out caused to modern thought by The Incompleteness Theorem,
Judaism offers its own simple, elegant, profound solution.  I hereby dub it
Judaism’s Completeness Theorem.  Judaism’s Completeness Theorem states that,
for any system of human endeavor to be complete, whether of thought, conduct,
whatnot, three things are needed:  The Almighty, human beings, and community
(when community creates a thing qualitatively different from what a human being
could accomplish).  We can focus here on the Almighty-humanity partnership.  We
need to go outside a system to prove that things in the system are internally
consistent.  No problem.  The Almighty and the rules the Almighty gave us are
outside all our human-made systems and give meaning and consistency to them.

We are finishing our holiday season for this part of the year.  Judaism’s
Completeness Theorem postulates that, in each of the holidays, we find meaning
and purpose in the instantiation of our partnership with the Almighty.  Like the
Incompleteness Theorem, Judaism’s Completeness Theorem also rocked the
world.  But unlike the Incompleteness Theorem, Judaism’s Completeness Theorem
gives meaning and purpose to human beings and to our role in the cosmos.  It’s
what we need.  And it’s all we need.



Built Back Better.

Circle Songs. The mavens, the heavy tune hitters, took some championship
swings to send in the following great circle songs:

● Billy Schulder suggests Will the Circle be Unbroken, by the Nitty Gritty Dirt
Band .  Where does Billy store this stuff in his brain? Here is Johnny Cash singing
it.  It’s amazing (as in Grace, that is).

● Henry Watkin, a formidable contributor to these emails, says that the best
circle song ever is The Windmills of Your Mind, from The Thomas Crown Affair
(1968).  It’s certainly a fantastic song, no doubt, one of my favorites.  By Sting, no
less.  I have to say that the slower, less jaunty versions are even more affecting, at
least for me.

● David Sable, just clearing his throat for the command he has taken in our
Autumn Song List, offers the great Harry Chapin song, All My Life’s a Circle.

● Rabbi Charlie Savenor (who I just saw on Shabbat, when I stole over to LSS
to hear a reading of Kohelet) offers Circle by Marques Houston, and Circles by
Post Malone.

These are great entries.  Any others?

Our Autumn Song List. Several of you jumped the gun. THANK YOU.  What fun!  I
despaired that we would not have as rich a universe of songs to choose from as
we did for our Summer List.  But just from the first few emails I see that there are
plenty.  So far:

● Robert Katz suggests the great ditty, Do You Remember September, by Earth
Wind and Fire.  Great suggestion.

● Barbara Reiss and David Sable separately offer Autumn Leaves, by Nat King
Cole.  Both like the remastered version, but I can’t link to it.  So here is the popular
standard version.

● David then wanted to set the bar high, so he added Wake Me Up When
September Ends, by Green Day.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bRJLkNqNXI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLFbUbmH7To
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXFh-mYh2dQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yjxWfyxpqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYr_IuCrq0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38WIPisgBf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqGdWCidtNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xS8x-4sE6dE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdpBZ5_b48g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdpBZ5_b48g


● And to establish his true mastery on all things Rock & Roll (which really
wasn’t disputed), David added Harvest Moon, by the master Neil Young.

● And then for good measure David added Leaves that Are Green, by Simon
and Garfunkel.

Now I don’t want to scare anyone away.  David has forgotten more R&R than most
of the rest of us will ever know.  For the rest of us mortals, send in your picks for
great Autumn songs.  Let’s have some fun!

This Guy Can Do Anything. In last week’s email, I took a pretty complex concept
in the Talmud – a three-way issue of a Husband, Two Wives, and selling a plot of
land – and I casually wondered whether, if someone had time enough, one could
make a limerick of it.  Wham! Bam! Zoom!  Alan Zwiebel nearly instantly emailed
me the following.  It’s not only clever but funny:

There once were two wives from “Farklempt”,
They both married one guy and then went,

Each wanted some money
But the husband said “Honey”

It’s not what was said but what was meant.

Full and complete marks.  Amazing.

Last But Far From Least. Imagine, at our Synagogue, a gathering of young
professionals learning to mix, and imbibe, liquor-based drinks!  Kudos to Isaac
Haberman, Jacob Neumark, and Ariel Bengio (in abstentia).  It was a hit – or so
those sober enough to tell the tale have told.

Thank you all.  Bless us all.  Shabbat shalom.  Here here! Kaminando kon Buenos.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2MtEsrcTTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwOgXWOX-iE

