212 LAMENTATIONS.

thy families. Mourn that the day of visitation foretold by the
prophets hath come. Ory aloud in the presence of God, for the
destruction of thy thresholds: lift up thy hands to him. How
hath the stranger and enemy entered Zion, the royal city! And
how are the feet of the aliens treading the holy land! The per-
verse ones also came within the veil, where even the high-priest
was afraid to walk. When they entered, they found the priests
employed in arranging the offerings; and these did not desert the
holy work till their blood was shed as water: thus they destroyed
thy ceilings and the window-lights. Cry aloud, &c. The voice
of the wailing of the daughter of Zion is heard from afar ; she crieth
aloud from Heshbon, and weepeth most bitterly ; Alas! for I have
drunk the eup, and drained the dregs; my glory is cast to the
earth, and my horn is cut down ; the devouring teeth of the lions
have consumed me: these are, the daughter of Babylon, who is
also to be spoiled, and the wicked daughter of Persia. Why dost
thou wail, © Zion! since thy sin is known? for the greatness of
thy iniquity have thy people been carried captive without knowl-
edge; because thou didst forsake thy seers, and listen to the voice
of thy oracles. Ory aloud, &e. [Rejoice not, O my enemy, for
the affliction which hath befallen me; for though I am fallen, yet
shall I rise again, for the Lorp will helpme. I forsook my Lord,
and therefore he delivered me into the hand of the enemy; but
now, the God who hath dispersed me, will gather me ; and the Rock
who hath sold me, will redeem me from thee ; the cup which passed
through unto me shall also pass through unto thee : then will T
dash thy babes against the cliffs of thy rocks. Then will I, &e.]

O how hath my sin desolated my habitation! I therefore will
make my tears flow on my cheeks; and on this day will T lifs up
lamentation, and will mourn in every year. My heart mourneth,
and there is none to comfort me ; my sorrow is greater than every
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213 LAMENTATIONS.

other affliction, for the loss of the son and daughter of Rabbi Ish-

mael, the high priest; when I remember this my heart burneth
with pain.  And on this day, &. When they were taken captive
they fell to the lot of two masters who were neighbours, and lived
opposite each other, who discoursing together concerning their
captives, the one said, “ Among the captives of Zion I have taken
a female clothed in scarlet, most lovely and beautiful, and in form
like Keziah! and Jemimah.” And on this duy, &e. His friend
then broke out in superior praise of his servant, saying, ¢ I also am
come from Jerusalem, where I captured a most beautiful youth,
majestic as the sun at noon ; come and let us join them together,
and share the beautiful children that they will produce, between
us:” every ear that heareth this will ring, and when I think of it, I
rend my garment. And on this day, &. When the two friends
bad thus agreed, they at night put them together in a chamber
and while the masters were exulting without, they in dread, fear,
pain and anguish, were weeping and wailing within. And on ¢his
day, &c. The youth with an aching heart exclaimed, How shall
the descendant of Aaron defile himself with a female sl'uc? while
she also secretly bewailed her miserable state, saying, How shall
the daughter of Jochebed ? be wedded to a slave; such a thing as
this ought not to be done in Israel? Thus did they not cease
weeping till the morning dawned. And on this day, &e. When
light appeared, they instantly knew each other, and exclaiming,
Alas! my bruther, Alas ! my sister, rushed iuto each other’s arms,
and through the dreadful shock and horror their souls took flight ;

for these the very stars and planets should weep. And on this
day, &c.

We are bereft of our Father’s love, wandering in the stranger’s
land, therefore my eyes continually weep. ~ We are, &c. For the

! Alluding to the daughters of Job. See Job xlii. 14.
2 Aaron’s mother. See Exodus vi. 20
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