
This week we celebrate the anniversary of the consecration of our current syna-
gogue building here on 70th street.  The building was consecrated on Lag LaOmer, 
May 19, 1897.  One year earlier, on May 20th, 1896, an address was delivered at the 
laying of the corner stone by the elderly Sabato Morais, minister of our sister syna-
gogue,  Mikveh Israel, in Philadelphia.  Below are excerpts of that address, it is my 
hope that they ring as true today as they did back in 1896.  
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