COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hazakim u'Berukhim to our members, Susan & Roger Hertog, on the
upcoming release of The Susan & Roger Hertog Book of Exodus in
the Koren Tanakh Land of Israel series.

Mazal tob to our Youth Group Leader and Programming Coordinator,
Nat Bernstein, upon her marriage to Moshe Bension.

Mazal tob to Mrs. Lisa & Rabbi Ira Rohde on the upcoming marriage

of their daughter, Ruth Malkah, to Steven Gotlib. The congregation is

welcome to join their Sheba Berakhot celebration on Thursday, January
2, following 6:30 pm evening services.

Thank you to Marc Wiznia for leading Junior Congregation this week.

DEBAR TORAH

—STEVEN GOTLIB, BET MIDRASH COORDINATOR—

Parashat Mikketz begins with Pharoah having a series of bad dreams, which
bother him tremendously. Of course, his mood was only exacerbated by the fact
that no one in Egypt was able to interpret them for him in a contextually
relevant way. It was only after Pharoah laments about this travesty that his
Winemaker recalled the Hebrew prodigy in the dungeon who was able to
accurately tell the future based on the dreams of himself and the Royal Baker.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Jewish tradition is no stranger to the importance of
dream interpretation. In addition to the Shulhan Arukh ruling that a bad dream
warrants fasting, the Talmud in Masekhet Berakhot writes that “a dream that is
not interpreted is like a letter that is not read.” In addition to text itself
implying that dreams without interpretation are essentially useless, Rashi
clarifies that “dreams are neither inherently good nor bad. Rather, they follow
their interpretation.” Shortly thereafter, numerous stories are told of dreams
being interpreted for good or bad and events in the dreamer’s life following suit.

Do these Talmudic stories mean that the way we interpret our dreams will
determine our reality? Or are they perhaps metaphors about how the directions
our lives take are profoundly impacted by our general outlook? In the words of
Rabbi Shimon Gershon Rosenberg in one of his Hanukkah derashot:

“Should an individual seek our the truth through their own subjective
experience, or should they rather find it in the absolutist objective realm of)
reality? Once a person apprehends the truth as a construction of their own
subjective internal experience, the concept of truth loses its totality and becomes
relativized. Truth instead becomes dependent upon one’s specific perspective,
their emotions, feelings, and personal experiences...susceptible to all kinds of|
outside influences, and thus there is a subsequent lack of authenticity.”

We are left, then, with what appears to be a major issue. We perceive the
truth of our reality through the lens of our internal experiences, but because
those experiences are so subjective it’s hard to build an authentic life on that
foundation alone. How can we succeed in building something objective? Joseph
gives us our answer in Parashat Mikketz. When Pharaoh said that Joseph’s
reputation for dream interpretation preceded him, the young man’s immediate
response was one of deflection. “It is not me who has the power to interpret
your dreams, but God!” It was ultimately this ability to see that there was
Someone above him in addition to the development of personal maturity such
that he could shun the praise of the king of Egypt himself, that earned Joseph
the position of second-in-command and allowed him to save the ancient world
from terrible famine.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik built on this idea, writing that if a leader within
the Jewish community “will display humility, modesty, generosity, ahavat Yisrael,
and commitment to ideals; if he will shun publicity, refrain from supervising and
criticizing others and instead engage in retrospection and self- examination; if he
will pray with zeal and warmt/z and help others - then the people will follow him,

for no one can resist the m
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Shabbat Mikkets-Rosh Hodesh-Hanukkah
December 27-28, 2019

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:17 pm

EVENING SERVICES (MINHA & ARBIT) | 4:15 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “The Missile Menorah & the
Potato Hanukkiah” | 2019-2020 season sponsored by the Julis family.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHRIT | 9:15 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

SERMON | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by Mrs. Lisa ¢ Rabbi Ira
Rohde, in honor of the marriage of Ruth Malkah Rohde to Steven Gotlib. Kiddush
Contributor: Edna & Rouvain Bension in honor of the marriage of Nat Bernstein &
Moshe Bension.

NO SHABBAT AFTERNOON CLASS THIS WEEK.

EVENING SERVICES (MINHA & ARBIT) | 4:10 pm
HABDALA | 5:02 pm

PARENT-CHILD LEARNING & PIZZA | LED THIS WEEK BY RABBI SOLOVEICHIK |
6:30 pm | Elias Room | for elementary school aged children & their parents or grandparents

Our offices will be closed on January 1. See below for service changes.

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday & Wednesday (January 1): 8:00 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Sunday (Minha & Arbit): 4:15 PM
Monday-Thursday (Arbit only): 6:30 PM

Central Park West at 70th Street, New York City ® www.shearithisrael.org



