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CHOIR SELECTIONS THIS SHABBAT

Friday Night
V'Shameru #1 (p. 166) | Samuel Naumbourg

Psalm 23 (p. 174) | Rev. H.P. Mendes
Shabbat Morning
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Stitch & Fix—Presented by the Sisterhood
Bi-Monthly on Sundays & Tuesdays | 10am-12pm
See schedule below | Elias Room
Stitch and Fix, the revived Sewing Circle, now has a new

sewing machine! Drop in, select an item from our synagogue
vestments that needs mending, then stitch and fix. For
questions, contact Rose Edinger at rgedinger@gmail.com.

THIS Sunday Dec. 15
Please note: The session for this Tuesday, December 17 has been
canceled.
Sunday Jan. 5 | Tuesday Jan. 7
Sunday Feb. 9 | Tuesday Feb. 11

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mazal tob to Joanne & Yaakov Ben-Avi upon their first
grandson, Leo (Michael), son of Diana & Elan Ben-Avi,
becoming a Bar Mitzvah this Shabbat.

Mazal tob to Ellen & Rob Kapito and Judith & Dr. Pinkas
Lebovits upon the birth of a granddaughter, Ava Giselle (Amalia
Gitel), born to their children, Kayla & Elias.

Mazal tob to Malka & Zachary Edinger on the birth of a baby
boy. Congratulations to big sister Navah Manda Edinger, to
grandparents Rose & Dr. Henry Edinger and Elaine & Rabbi
Michael Strasberg, and to the entire family.

Ruth & Irwin Shapiro are pleased to announce the engagement
of their granddaughter, Rachel Shapiro, daughter of Monica &
Sandy Shapiro, to Natan Bienstock, son of Sara & Mark
Bienstock.

We mourn the loss of our member, Katherine Noire.

DEBAR TORAH
—YONI REUVEN, BET MIDRASH PROGRAM—

In the middle of Parashat Vayishlah, we learn about the
enigmatic story of Yaakov’s struggle with the angel. Yaakov
wrestles with the angel, eventually succeeding, but not without
first being struck in the hip socket. At the conclusion of the story,
we learn that this story is the reason why we avoid eating the !

s _ "Sthe sciatic nerve.

When I had first been taught this text, I had learned that it was
due to the angel’s strike of Yaakov’s hip that was the cause of the
commandment to avoid the sciatic nerve. A closer reading of the
text, however, shows us that it is not the striking that is the source.
First, if it were due to the strike, the Torah should have told us
this commandment immediately after Yaakov was hit. Second, the
pesukim write, “and he (Yaakov) was limping on his hip.
Therefore, the Children of Israel are not to eat the sciatic nerve.” It
thus appears that it we refrain from eating the sciatic nerve due to

Yaakov’s limping. Why is it that we commemorate Yaakov’s
limping?

In life, all of us are struck down; we all go through lows.
Everyone experiences failure — that is an inseparable part of being
human. As such, it may be said that failure isn’t inherently bad.
Indeed, repentance, one of the major commandments,
presupposes the inevitability of failure. Instead, it is how we react
to failure that is important. If we allow our mishaps to dominate
our lives, then our mishaps have won. But if we transcend them
and grow from our mistakes, then we take ownership of them.

Thus, we don’t commemorate Yaakov’s being struck — we all
get “struck.” Instead, we commemorate his limp, the constant
repercussion of the strike. Let us have the commandment against
eating the sciatic nerve serve as a reminder that our lives do not
revolve around our falling, but rather our rising from our falls.
May we merit to grow from our mistakes and not let them hold us

back.

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL
Year of Years Celebration

CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL
The Spanish & Portuguese Synagogue

Shabbat Vayishlah
December 13-14, 2019

Hertz Pentateuch: p. 122; Haftarah p. 137
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 154; Haftarah p. 1078

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:11 pm

EVENING SERVICES (MINHA & ARBIT) | 4:15 pm | Main Sanctuary
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “A Jewish Woman’s
Chariots of Fire” | 2019-2020 season sponsored by the Julis Family.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHRIT | 9:15 am

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Fidanque Youth Room

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

JR. CONGREGATION WITH A TORAH READING | FEATURING PTTS | Ages
5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

LECTURE | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “Moses Mendelssohn & the Moroccan
Hanukkah: A Tale of Torah, Jews, and the Enlightenment”

KIDDUSH | Levy Auditorium

FAMILY BEATBOX LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | for registered guests

SHABBAT AFTERNOON SHIUR | 3:30 pm | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik |
“Hanukkah’s Most Misunderstood Story” | Levy Auditorium
EVENING SERVICES (MINHA & ARBIT) | 4:05 pm

HABDALA | 4:55 pm

PARENT-CHILD LEARNING & P1ZZA | LED THIS WEEK BY RAFE SASSON
6:15 pm | Elias Room | for elementary school aged children & their parents or
grandparents

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sunday: 8:00 AM | Monday-Friday: 7:15 AM
Evenings: Sunday (MINHA & ARBIT): 4:15 PM
Monday-Thursday (Arbit only): 6:30 PM

Central Park West at 70th Street, New York City ® www.shearithisrael.org



