Annual Chatham Square Memorial Service

Chatham Square Cemetery | 55 St. James Place
Memorial Day, Monday, May 28 | 10:30 am
This Memorial Day, join us at our Chatham Square Cemetery,
the first Jewish cemetery in the United States, to honor members
of our congregation who participated in the Revolutionary War.
This unique ceremony includes the participation of a color guard,
special presentations and memorial prayers, and the decoration of
the graves of Revolutionary War veterans with American
flags. Veterans are encouraged to attend in uniform!

This year's ceremony is dedicated to the memory of our past Parnas,
Dr. Dennis Freilich, Lt. Commander US Navy, whose participation
always enhanced the dignity of this very special event.

To register (and sign up for transportation), visit
shearithisrael.org/memorial-day-chatham-square.

We are proud of the patriotic contributions of our members who
have served in the Armed Forces of the United States and keep an
honor roll going back to the American Revolution. We are also
proud of our congregants who have participated in the defense of
the State of Israel. Please let us know if you are a veteran of the
American Armed Forces or the IDF by emailing
zedinger@shearithisrael.org.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mazal Tob to Rabbi Steven Nemetz on the birth of a grandson
to children Osnat and Ari Nemetz of Toronto.

Mazal Tob to Gail Propp, for being chosen as the honoree at
Keren Or’s Women's Division Gala Spring Luncheon. The
Luncheon will be held at Park East Synagogue on Wednesday,
May 2. To attend or sponsor, visit tinyurl.com/gailproppgala.

Mazal Tob to Dr. Nicole Schreiber Agus upon being honored
on May 14 at Nishmat’s 28th Anniversary Gala Dinner. Shearith
Israel is a proud partner of Nishmat in our Yoetzet Halakha
Initiative. To honor Nicole and support Nishmat, visit
nishmatgala.org.

Meet with Our Parnas

Our next public tour
is Wedll)lesday, Louis Solomon would be delighted to
May 9 at meet with you. Please schedule a visit by

11:00 AM

email: parnas@shearithisrael.org.

DEBAR TORAH: WHAT CAN SHABBAT TEACH US ABOUT FESTIVALS?
— JONATHAN WEINSTEIN —

In the middle of this week’s parasha, we find all the festivals being
discussed. Starting from Chapter 23, the first few sentences give the
introduction to all of the festivals, and then another introduction is
given right away at 23:4. The first introduction is peculiar, as it
mentions Shabbat. Why does Shabbat need to be mentioned now,
and why the double introduction to the festivals? Another apparent
issue with our introduction is the double language of Shabbat being
a day of complete rest—a phrase normally reserved for Kippur.

The Vilna Gaon explains that this first introduction is not talking
about Shabbat. Shabbat is a day which God made holy; we, the Jew-
ish people, do not proclaim Shabbat as a day of holiness the way it
says in our first introduction. Rather the first introduction is indeed
an introduction to the festivals, which we are responsible for conse-
crating, and nothing to do with Shabbat.

One way of reading this introduction is as follows: If we are to
look through the parasha and count how many days of festivals we
have, we find we have 6 days. We have the first day of Passover and
the last day of Passover (2), one day of Shabuot (3), Rosh HaShana
(4), and then we have the first day of Succot (5) plus Shemini Hag
Atsereth for a total of 6 days of festivals. These are in fact the 6 days
mentioned in the introduction as days for work—because work that
pertains to food is permitted on these days. Then on the seventh day
of festivals it has to be a day of complete rest, Kippur.

Why does the Torah do this? To give us a Shabbat-like introduc-
tion when it’s not really talking about Shabbat?

When it comes to Shabbat and the Festivals, they are very similar
days and we tend to approach them in the same way. My Rebbe
explained that we should indeed approach Shabbat and the Festivals
in a similar way. However, Shabbat has inherited holiness from Ha-
shem, whereas when it comes to the Festivals, we need to declare
them holy. The Torah is teaching us that we should take some of
that declaration from the Festivals and apply it to Shabbat as well.
That we shouldn’t just sit back and do nothing, but rather, we
should actively endow the day with holiness. And when it comes to
the Festivals, how should we make them holy? By modeling the day
on Shabbat. We learn from Shabbat how to create holiness for the
Festivals.

Jonathan Weinstein is a student at Yeshiva University and a member of

our ongoing Habruta (Paired Learning) Program with Rabbi Yanetz.

Shabbat Emor
May 4-5, 2018

CANDLE LIGHTING | 7:37 pm

MINHAH & ARBIT | 6:30 pm | Main Sanctuary

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | Rabbi Meir Soloveichik | “The Lord of the
Sabbath and the Lord of the Rings” | 2017-2018 season sponsored by the

Julis family.

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary
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