Hanukkab at Shearith Israel
Evening services during
Hanukkah include the lighting of
our historic Hanukkah lamp, da-

tini back to the First Mill Street

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to last week’s Kiddush sponsors, Rev. Phil and

Andrea Sherman, in honor of Nina’s engagement.

Thank you to Melissa Epstein and Adam Jackson for spon-
soring a Monday morning breakfast.

Welcome to our special guest, Member of Knesset and Ma-
jor General Elazar Stern and his wife Dorit.

Welcome New member: Dr. Gary Login

Condolences to Suzan Ehrman, on the passing of her
mother, Ruth Weinman®

FOR THE APPAREL OFT PROCLAIMS THE MAN
Z. Edinger

Clothing plays an important part of this week’s Parashah. In
the beginning of our parashah Jacob gives Joseph a
of many colors (Ch. 37 Verse 3.) Exactly what this garment was is not
perfectly clear — but it is a special gift, indicating the special relation-
ship between Jacob and Joseph, and Joseph’s elevated status in the
household. This special garment contributes to the brother’s hatred
of Joseph. When the brothers accost Joseph the very first thing they
do is to take off this special clothing (verse 23.) After the brothers
have sold Joseph into slavery, the same garment is then sent to Jacob
as evidence of Joseph’s death (verses 31-33.) Jacob then rends his
own clothing in grief, and puts on sackcloth as a sign of his mourning
(verse 34.)

In the story of Judah and Tamar, Tamar changes her clothing

in order to conceal her identity from Judah (38:14.) Judah believes
that Tamar is a prostitute specifically because of her clothes and her
veil (verse 15.) As a pledge for payment Judah leaves his accessories
(his belt, ring, and, staff — verse 18.) These are later used by Tamar to
prove that it was Judah who lay with her (verse 25.)
Enslaved in Egypt, Joseph rises to a high status in the house of Poti-
phar. But, Potiphar’s wife desiring to sleep with Joseph catches him
by his clothing and uses this clothing as evidence of Joseph’s wrong
doing (Chapter 39, verses 12-18.) Continuing into next week’s para-
shah (ch. 40, verse 42,) Joseph is raised to be an advisor to Pharaoh.
Pharaoh gifts his ring to Joseph and gives him fine linen clothing and
a golden necklace.

Clothing serves several functions in these stories. First, it is a
sign of status. Clothing can at times elevate one’s status — as seen by
Jacob’s gift of the multicolored cloak, and Pharaoh’s gifts to Joseph.
Just as clothing can elevate status, it can indicate lesser status as well —
sackcloth for Jacob’s mourning and a veil to hide the face of a prosti-
tute. Clothing is not only used to indicate status, but it is also used as
evidence. Sometimes this evidence is false, as with Joseph’s blood
stained clothes indicating his “death” by wild animal or his clothing
used as evidence of his wrongdoing with Potiphar’s wife. But this
evidence can also be exonerating, as Tamar showed with Judah’s ac-
cessories.

This week’s parashah shows that we should not take clothing for
granted. One’s appearance can be important, whether for good or
bad. In the words of Mark Twain: “Clothes make the man. Naked

people have little or no influence in society.”
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Hertz Pentateuch: p. 141; Haftarah p. 152
Kaplan Living Torah: p. 182; Haftarah p. 1082

CANDLE LIGHTING | 4:10 pm

MINHAH | 4:15 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS | following evening services | Rabbi
Soloveichik gives a talk on “Handel's Hannukah- And Churchill's ”
Sponsored by the Julis Family and tonight also by Debbie and David
Sable in memory of their son, Natan Chaim Sable and David’s father,
Rabbi Jack Sable and in honor of the birth of their granddaughter,
Goldy Elissa, born to Elianna Sable Kaye and Yoel Kaye

BRITISH INVASION SHABBAT DINNER | Levy Auditorium

For registered guests

ZEMIROT | 8:15 am | Main Sanctuary

SHAHARIT (NISHMAT) | 9:00 am | Following services Rabbi
Soloveichik will deliver a seminar on “Rembrandt Reads Our Parasha:
The Artist's Joseph Tells His Dream to Jacob”

TOT SHABBAT | Ages 0-4 | 10:00 am | Levy Auditorium

YOUTH GROUPS | Ages 5-12 | 10:00 am | Elias Room

JR. CONGREGATION | Ages 5-12 | 10:30 am | Little Synagogue

The Next Assigned Jr. Congregation is on December 12

KIDDUSH LUNCHEON | Levy Auditorium | Sponsored by the

Solomon family

TOPICS IN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY | Rabbi Hidary | 3:30 pm | For
high school students | Held at the Hidary home at 1 W 85th St
Apartment 6A

SEUDAH SHELISHIT AND PIRKEI ABOT SHIUR | Rabbi Soloveichik
on the topic “Sufganiot: A Halakhic History” | 3:30 pm

The fall semester is sponsored by Lewis Lipsey

MINHAH/ARBIT | 4:05 pm

KETER SHEM TOB | Rabbi Hidary | Main Sanctuary

HABDALAH | 4:55 pm

Weekday Service Times
Mornings: Sundays 8:00 AM, Mon-Thur. 7:15 AM;
Evenings: Sunday - Thursday: 6:30 PM (Arbit only)




